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Science Materials:
Students will be responsible for maintaining a composition notebook where they will keep their notes, worksheets, and labs. A two pocket folder will be used to hold any worksheets that are currently being worked on, and are not ready to be glued into the composition notebook. Students will also receive a soft covered textbook in which they may write in the margins, highlight, or underline text as if it were a workbook.
Grading:
Grading will be weighted based on the type of assignment being completed.
· Homework and participation will count for 10% of the overall average. 
· In class assignments will be worth 20% of the overall average. 
· Small assessments, labs, and quizzes are worth 30% of the overall average 


· Large assessments and tests are worth 40% of the overall average

Grades are posted weekly on Progressbook and within the classroom by student ID numbers along with missing work from the previous week. These postings are done every Monday, so the students know their grade on a weekly basis.
Student Behavior Expectations:

1. Students will be on time and prepared for class with writing utensil, notebook, folder, their planner, textbook and all assignments.  Responsibility
2. Students will be respectful toward each other and teachers.  Bullying will not be tolerated.  Respect
3. Students will raise their hand for permission to speak and participate in all assigned activities with no disruptions.  Active Participation
4. Students will follow all other school rules.  (The school’s code of conduct is now located online. Please review this information with your child)
Missing Assignments:

Missing assignments are allowed to be made up within a reasonable amount of time. I usually post any missing assignments at the beginning of the week and students have until the end of the week to turn them in. The only work that I do not accept is if we have gone over the answers in class. If the work is done, and simply left at home, I will take the work with a parent signature stating the work was completed before the answers were given.  As always, I will take into account extenuating circumstances depending on the individual situation. Assignments that are missed due to being absent must still be made up and turned in within the district guidelines or it will be considered missing. 
Weekly Homework and Homework Postings:

There will be a weekly homework sheet due at the end of every week that is intended to review sixth, and seventh grade material that has already been covered.  These are entitled “Weekly Worksheets.” They are handed out on the first day of every week and are collected on the last day of the week. Parents and guardians should expect to see these sheets every week, unless otherwise posted on Progressbook or in the students’ planner. There is no resource for the students to use when answering the questions. The students are given time each day during the first five minutes of class to ask questions. By the students asking questions, I am able to review information on an individual basis. Weekly homework will be posted on Progressbook, by the end of the day on Monday every week (usually sooner), and students are required to copy their weekly assignments in their planner on the first day of the week.
Contact Information:
Email is the easiest way to reach me, and I do my best to respond in a timely manner. Phone calls may also be made. 
Email:diorio_m@westcler.org 




Phone: 947-7746
Year at a Glance
	Month
	Discussed Topics 

	September

	Unit 1: Atoms, Elements, and Mixtures
Organization of the Periodic Table
Properties of Metals, Nonmetals, and gases

	October

	Unit 1: Atoms, Elements, and Mixtures

Conservation of Matter

Properties of Acids
Unit 2: Waves

Properties of Waves (Sound and Light)

	November


	Unit 2: Waves
Properties of Waves (Sound and Light)

Unit 3: Energy

Open versus Closed Systems

Energy Transfers: Electrical, Mechanical, Thermal

	December


	Unit 3: Energy

Open versus Closed Systems

Energy Transfers: Electrical, Mechanical, Thermal

	January


	Unit 4: Astronomy

Predictable motions and phenomena
Unit 5: Water and Atmosphere

Oceanic and Atmospheric movement

Water Cycle

	February


	Unit 5:  Atmosphere

Oceanic and Atmospheric movement

Air Quality
Unit 6: Hydrologic Cycle

Water Movement

	March

	Unit 6: Hydrologic Cycle

Water Movement
Unit 7: Climates and Biomes

Climatic and Biome Characteristics

Ecosystem Interactions

	April

	Unit 7: Climates and Biomes

Climatic and Biome Characteristics

Ecosystem Interactions

	May
	Unit 8: Interdependence of Life
Energy flow

Photosynthesis

Alternative Fuel Sources
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